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OUR UNIVERSITY
The University is headed by a Rector. At the head of each faculty there is a Dean. There are about 300 teachers. About 10 per cent of them are professors and Doctors of Sciences. The academic year at the Universities in Russia is divided into 2 terms. At the end of every term Russian students have credit tests and examinations. Most of those students who study well get grants. Courses at the University last five years. 
The first- and second-year students study general subjects such as higher mathematics, physics, chemistry, descriptive geometry, drawing, the strength of materials, a foreign language and philosophy. Students start to specialize in the third year. Apart from laboratory and practical lessons, the students also have a lot of practice. Having studied the theory, the students have practical training at workshops, depots, locomotive building works, on construction sites, etc. At the end of the 5-th year the students get a degree as a railway engineer. Some of make use of the opportunity to present their graduation projects in a foreign language. 
Every year more and more students graduate from the University. All of them should be well educated, brought up and trained specialist in their engineering field. Having successfully graduated from IrGUPS the young people are given the opportunity to work at railway enterprises according to their speciality and inclinations; they are provided with accommodation and a good salary. Those, who wish to continue their research work, have the possibility to enter the post-graduate study. Afterwards they may write a thesis in order to either work as a University teacher or become a higher railway manager. Almost all existing railway leaders had graduated from the University; the functionaries are trained there to get higher qualification. 
 
Words and Expressions

at the head во главе 
a dean декан 
the academic year академический год 
to divide делить 
credit test зачет 
grant стипендия 
general subjects общеобразовательные предметы 
drawing черчение the strength of materials сопротивление материалов 
workshops мастерские 
depot депо 
locomotive building works вагоностроительный завод 
construction site место строительства 
a degree степень 
the undergraduates студенты младших курсов 
graduation project выпускная работа 
railway enterprise железнодорожное предприятие 
inclination склонность 
a good salary хорошая зарплата 
to enter поступать 
the post-graduate study аспирантура 
to graduate from закончить 
to train обучать 
 
1. Answer the following questions: 
1. How is the foreign languages teaching organized at the Irkutsk state railway University?  2. Are all first-year students taught in the same way?  3. What facilities are the students provided with in the foreign languages centre? 4. What is your attitude towards studying languages and the conditions for their learning at the University? 
 
2. Translate in a written form: 
 	In 2003 a wider range of courses became available to students and the center of foreign languages was organized. Three foreign languages are taught at the university. All the students can continue learning a language they studied at school or start learning one from scratch. The first-year students are divided into three groups according to their level of language knowledge so that the courses can be organized more efficiently. The students are provided with the most modern studying materials for every aspect of foreign language learning: reading and translation, aural comprehension and speaking, writing all kinds of documents connected with their studies and further work. Not only do the students have large well-lit classrooms at their disposal, but also modern equipment such as TV-sets, cassette- and video-recorders and DVD players. The language classrooms are equipped with enough computers for every student at the lesson. The foreign language teaching software is very efficient, since it combines the advantages of the interactive approach, the element of fun (in that it seems like a game) and the ability to correct oneself and see your own mistakes.  
 
3. Make up sentences:  
a) to study at the Transport Systems Faculty, to be a first-year student, to study general subjects, to take examinations at the end of each term, to pass an examination in drawing, to get a good mark in descriptive geometry, to get a grant, to fail in higher mathematics, to be headed by the dean;  
b) изучение общеобразовательных предметов, в конце учебного года, сдавать экзамены в конце семестра, сдать экзамен по физике, получить стипендию, не выдержать экзамен по химии, получить хорошую оценку по черчению, кафедра иностранных языков, декан факультета «Управление процессами перевозок», возглавлять, ректор института, начертательная геометрия, гражданское строительство, черчение, иностранный язык. 
 
4. Make up sentences using these words and word combinations.  
1. study / at the University / about 7,000 students; 2. engineers / trains, in 22 specialties / my University; 3. by practical training / is followed / the study of theoretical subjects / at workshops and on construction sites; 4. general subjects / study / the first- and second-year students; 5. Begins / in the third year / the study of special subjects; 6. take examinations / the students / of each term / at the end; 7. the Dean / of each faculty / is / at the head;  8. the students / get grants / all the examinations / who pass / successfully. 
 
5. Answerg the following questions:  
1. What University do you study at? 2. What facilities are there at our University?  3. How many students study at the University?  4. What subjects do you study?  5. What foreign languages do the students of our University study?  6. What specialties does our University train?  7. When do you take credit tests and examinations? 8. What do you like to do when you have free time?  9. When did you enter the University?  10. When will you graduate from the University?  11. Do you live in halls?  12. Do you play any sports?  13. What facts show that the Irkutsk Railway Transport University has a long history? 14. How long do the students study at the Institute?  15. Where do they have practical training? 16. What general subjects do the first- and second-year students study? 17. When do the students begin to study more specialized subjects? 18. When do the students take examinations?  19. Which students get grants? 20. Who heads the Institute?  21. Who is at the head of a faculty?  21. When his (her) University was founded? 22. What prominent specialists are delivering lectures to the students at his (her) University?  23. How many students enter his (her) University every year?  24. How long the course of study lasts at his (her) University? 25. Where the students have their practical training? 26. if the University is large? 27. if he (she) failed in any exam? 28. if he (she) gets a grant? 29. When he (she) entered the University; 30. How many departments are there at the University? 
 
6. Insert the suitable word. 
1. The University is _____ by a Rector. 2. At the head of each _____ there is _____.  3. _____ at the Universities in Russia is divided into 2 _____.  4. At the end of every term Russian students have _____ and _____.  5. Most of those _____ who study well get _____.  6. _____at the University _____ five years.  7. Students start _____ in the third year.  8. Having studied _____, the students have _____ at workshops, depots, locomotive building works, on construction sites, etc. 9. At the end of the 5-th year the students get _____.  10. Having successfully _____ from IrGUPS the young people are given _____ to work at railway enterprises according to their _____. 11. Almost all existing _____ had graduated from the University; the functionaries _____ there to get higher qualification. 
 


7. Agree or disagree with the following statements. Find true information in the text. 
1. The University is headed by a Dean.  2. About 10 per cent of teachers are professors and Doctors of Sciences. The academic year at the Universities in Russia is divided into 3 terms.  3. At the end of every term Russian students have credit tests and examinations.  4. Very few students who study well get grants.  5. Courses at the University last five years. The first- and second-year students study specialized subjects such as higher mathematics, physics, chemistry, descriptive geometry, drawing, etc. a. At the end of the 3-th year the students get a degree as a railway engineer.  6. Having successfully graduated from IrGUPS the young people are given the opportunity to work at railway enterprises according to their speciality and inclinations. 7. Almost all existing railway leaders had graduated from the University; the functionaries are trained there to get higher qualification. 
 
8. Tell about our University according to the plan: 
 a teacher staff; 
 an academic year; 
 general subjects; 
 laboratory lessons; 
 a degree of railway engineer; 
 graduation from the University; 
 the opportunities to work at enterprises; 
 the railway leaders and functionaries are trained in the IrGUPS. 
 
9. Write a short composition about our University.
