INFINITIVE

Ex.1. Translate the following sentences paying attention to infinitives. State the functions of infinitives.
A. 1) To use steel rails instead of wooden ones was a great step forward. 2) It is very difficult to drive a car in a big city. 3) It will be quicker to return the book by mail. 4) The task of traffic police is to provide safety on roads. 5) Although David started his career as a small clerk, his aim was to become a head of a big business. 6) The mechanic was asked to estimate the cost for the repair of the car. 7) Suddenly the engine began to make a strange noise. 8) The train was too heavy to be hauled by one locomotive. 9) The new tunnel to be constructed here will be the longest in the country. 10) A special design bureau in St. Petersburg was the first in the world to develop the production of super-long escalators. 11) He was not old enough to drive a car at that time. 12) To make the Moscow-St. Petersburg line straight and level, 185 bridges and 19 viaducts were built. 13) The railways must increase their speed to compete with air and road transport. 14) The lorry is too heavy to be towed by a car. 15) To avoid accidents the driver must strictly follow traffic rules. 16) A band of metal was used to strengthen the joint.
B. 1) The new branches of industry to be developed in this part of the country are metallurgy and radio engineering. 2) The function of the automatic engine driver is to start and stop the train, to select the speed of running and to keep strictly to the schedule. 3) To protect wooden sleepers against decay, they are treated with creosote. 4) In planning a railway route the main factors to be taken into account are the cost of constructing a line, the cost of operating it and the probable volume of traffic. 5) The Tacoma Bridge collapsed because its structure was not strong enough to withstand the wind of 42 miles per hour. 6) Before the refrigerator car was invented, it was impossible to carry fresh meat, fruit, vegetables and other food products for long distances. 7) The boat is not strong enough to be used for distant journeys. 8) It is necessary to provide regular maintenance of the car. 9) In the USA the Baltimore Railway Company was the first to put forward the idea of centralized railway traffic. 10) In Hong Kong the new trains carrying passengers to and from the airport are equipped with TV sets to give information on flights, news, tourist information and weather. 11) It is dangerous to stand on the step of a moving train. 12) The aim of using several locomotives in one train is to carry extremely heavy loads. 13) Our design bureau has developed spiral escalators to be used in public buildings. 14) She is too proud to receive customers’ tips. 15) Some scientists say that it is dangerous to use cellular phone too much. 16) We are never too old to learn. 17) To know everything is to know nothing.
Ex.2. Complete the sentences using infinitives as subjects according to the model. If it is difficult for you to make up your own sentences, consult the box.
Model: It is dangerous… →	It is dangerous to ride a motorcycle with closed eyes. = 
To ride a motorcycle with closed eyes is dangerous.
1) It was quite difficult…		9) It was unpleasant…
2) It is important…			10) It was never easy for me…
3) It would be interesting…		11) It will take you half an hour…
4) It was foolish of him…		12) It is necessary…
5) It is always a pleasure…		13) It might be exciting…
6) It is impossible…			14) It is a good idea…
7) It is simple…				15) It is dangerous…
	8) It is better…				16) It is easier…

to start the engine in such cold weather			to get to the airport
to get a good dinner in our canteen				to stand on this ladder
to communicate with people thanks to Internet		to talk to you
to go to the country tomorrow					to learn this rule by heart
to ride an elephant							to get tickets for this train
to steal the money from the bank				to receive the information today
to watch good films and to read good books			to ride with a drunk driver
to get a visa								to give up smoking
to buy this old car							to see you
to hear the other side of the story				to meet new people
to watch their quarrel						to take part in this expedition
to give advice than to follow it					to jump with a parachute
to play chess with Karpov						to learn Japanese
to have few real friends than to have a lot of			to be wealthy than to be healthy
acquaintances

Ex.3. Match two parts of the sentences paying attention to infinitives as predicative.
1) The job of the dispatcher is…	           a) to repair the track as soon as possible.
2) Your duty will be…		b) to find necessary equipment     for the experiment.
3) My wish is…				c) to prepare breakfast.
4) The task of the workers was...		d) to control the movement of trains.
5) The function of railway signals is…	e) to visit it on foot.
6) The only chance to catch the train was…f) to look through the mail.
7) The main problem was…			g) to construct the new bridge for both railway and road traffic.
8) Their project is…				h) to keep the trains at some distance from
one another.
9) The best way to get to know the city is…i) to go around the world.
10) Every morning my first job is…	j) to hire a taxi.

Ex.4. Fill in the blanks with the infinitive forms of the appropriate verbs in the function of the object. Use your imagination and a dictionary if necessary.
Model: I was glad ___ a letter from you. → I was glad to get a letter from you.

1) Don’t forget ____ the lights before you go out. 2) I asked the passer-by ___ me the way to the nearest bank. 3) The police wanted ___ the cause of the accident. 4) I was surprised ___ Tim at the meeting. 5) Jack failed ___ the book to the library on time. 6) They agreed ___ the damage free of charge. 7) When I decided ___ English, I didn’t know how difficult it would be. 8) Only very wealthy tourists can afford ___ at the Hilton. 9) We were sorry ___ the bad news. 10) I promised ___ the CD by next weekend. 11) They planned ___ by train, but they went by car after all. 12) We’ve arranged ___ with their representatives to discuss the problem. 13) He hopes ___ this information tomorrow. 14) Unfortunately I didn’t manage ___ the exam. 15) She was pleased ___ the invitation to the party. 16) We were relieved ___ that he had arrived safely. 17) The inspector asked the passengers ___ their tickets. 18) We were lucky ___ the last tickets for the 12 o’clock train.

Ex.5. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate infinitive as the attribute from the box. The first one is done for you.

to appear			to arrive		to be discussed		to be followed			to be installed		to be memorized		to be missed	to be repaired
to be taken		to be transported		to be understood			to confirm		to do		to introduce		to rely on

1) The road surface to be upgraded was destroyed by heavy vehicles many years ago. 2) Japan was the first country ___ the system of automatic ticket selling. 3) He is not a man ___. 4) The Times was the only newspaper ___ that morning. 5) He is the only man ___ it better than me. 6) Goods ___ to the north are stored at the railway station. 7) The problem ___ is connected with the city water supply system. 8) The bridge ___ was built in the 18th century. 9) The engine ___ in this car is very powerful. 10) The train ___ at the station in 5 minutes will be the train from Moscow. 11) Here is an example ___. 12) In every subject there are elements ___, but there are also some underlying principles ___. 13) These are the measures ___ urgently. 14) This was a lucky chance not ___. 15) The President was the first ___ this information.

Ex.6. Make up sentences to say why people go to some of the following places. Begin with: You go ....
Model: a library → You go to a library to borrow books.
l) a bookshop; 2) a cinema; 3) a theatre; 4) a driving school; 5) a railway station; 6) an inquiry office; 7) an airport; 8) a booking office; 9) a bank; 10) a restaurant; 11) a post office; 12) a Left-Luggage Office; 13) a supermarket; 14) a garage; 15) the Academy.
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Ex.7. Complete the following sentences with the infinitive phrase.
	Model: This car is too expensive___. → This car is too expensive for me to buy it.
1) Today it is too cold___. 2) The reason is serious enough___. 3) Nuclear physics is too difficult___. 4) This car is not powerful enough___. 5) Your knowledge of English is good enough___. 6) The box is too heavy___. 7) We were too tired___. 8) The student was clever enough ___. 9) He was too proud___. 10) As they were busy, they did not have enough time___. 11) The traffic was too heavy___. 12) We don’t have money enough ___.
	
Ex.8. Translate the following sentences from Russian into English.
1) Мы остановились, чтобы заправить машину. 2) Цель реконструкции этой железной дороги состоит в том, чтобы увеличить скорость движения поездов до 240 километров в час. 3) Люди, которые будут приглашены на конференцию, получат специальные приглашения. 4) Для того, чтобы расследовать детали и причины крушения [a derailment] поезда была создана специальная комиссия. 5) Я научился водить машину достаточно [rather] быстро. 6) Завести [to start] двигатель в такую холодную погоду очень трудно. 7) Проблема состояла в том, чтобы выбрать лучший проект из семи предложенных. 8) Для того, чтобы добраться до Нового Орлеана [New Orleans] нам придётся сделать пересадку в Бирмингеме [Birmingham]. 9) Двигатель, который будет установлен в этой машине, очень мощный. 10) Невозможно перевозить наливные грузы без специальных вагонов. 11) Были проведены многочисленные эксперименты, чтобы подтвердить [to confirm] новую теорию. 12) Единственный шанс успеть на поезд – поймать такси. 

Ex.9. Read and translate the text paying attention to non-finite forms of the verbs.
Alarm-clocks produced in that city are rather pleasant to look at but they, extremely rare if ever, wake you up at a proper time. Once a man came to a lawyer with a demand to charge [взимать плату] the plant producing these alarm-clocks the fare of the flight from New York to Texas. On hearing this demand, the lawyer couldn’t help being surprised. It took the man demanding his money several minutes to explain what the matter was. The alarm-clock didn’t ring at the required time and the man sleeping soundly was late for his plane. The lawyer didn’t consider the explanation given reliable enough and decided to make an experiment. He went to the shop selling these alarm-clocks. They put four alarm-clocks to ring at 7 a.m. In the morning it turned out that two of them stopped long before the required time. One of the tested alarm-clocks didn’t ring at all. And the last rang at 9 a.m. The data received made it possible for the man to get his money back.

