ТЕКСТ 4.2
RUSSIA
GEOGRAPHICAL POSITION AND POLITICAL SYSTEM

1. Прочитайте текст, переведите и подготовьте краткую аннотацию текста на английском языке:

If we have a look at the world map, we will notice immediately that Russia is the largest country on our planet. Its total area is 17,075,200 sq km. Just to better realize how large our country is it is enough to say that it occupies almost one-seventh of the Earth’s surface and it is approximately 1.8 times the size of the USA. Moscow is the capital of Russia and is the most important city in the country due to its central role in the economic, political, scientific and cultural life of the country. Russia is situated in two continents and the Urals make a natural divide of the country: the territory west of the Urals is included into eastern part of Europe and the territory east of the Urals is included into northern Asia. 
Russia’s climatic conditions range from sub-arctic in the north to subtropical in the south with temperate and continental in the middle of the country. The country is washed by 13 seas and 3 oceans. Drinking water supply is made up by more than two million rivers and lots of beautiful lakes. The Volga is one of the largest rivers worldwide, whereas Lake Baikal actually is the deepest lake in the world and is considered by many scientists a natural wonder due to its fascinating flora and fauna. The lowest point in Russia is in the Caspian Sea (-28 m below the sea level), and the highest point is Mount Elbrus (5,630 m above the sea level). 
Our country is one of the richest in natural resources, which include large deposits of oil, natural gas, coal, and many other minerals. According to the latest population census conducted in 2004, there are 143,782,338 people in Russia. Russia’s border line length is more than 20,000 km and it borders on the following countries: Azerbaijan, Belarus, China, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Latvia, Lithuania (Kaliningrad Oblast), Mongolia, Norway, Poland (Kaliningrad Oblast), and Ukraine. Besides, Russia has a sea-boundary with the American state of Alaska in the Far East. 
Administratively, our country is composed of the following divisions: 49 oblasts, 21 republics, 10 autonomous okrugs, 6 krays, 2 federal cities, and 1 autonomous oblast. Russia is a federation. According to that type of government, power is formally divided by the constitution between the central or federal authority and all its constituent regions, that is oblasts, okrugs, krays. 
The executive branch of the Russian Federation is composed of the president, and the government headed by the prime minister. Since 7 May 2008, Dmitry Anatolievich Medvedev has been the chief of state. There is also a so-called Presidential Administration, which supports the president with advice, makes drafts of presidential decrees. Presidents in Russia are elected by popular vote every four years
The Russian Legislative branch, also known as Federal Assembly, is composed of two parliamentary chambers: the Federation Council and the State Duma. The Federation Council has 178 seats. Its members are appointed by each of the 89 federal administrative units and serve four-year terms. As for the State Duma, there are 450 seats there. Its members are elected by direct, popular vote and serve four-year terms as well as the Federation Council members. The following parties are currently represented in the State Duma: United Russia, Communist Party, LDPR, Motherland, People’s Party, and other. 
The Judicial Branch of the Russian Federation is composed of the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and other lower level courts. It is important to note that judges for all types of courts are recommended by the president and later appointed by the Federation Council.

2. Дайте ответ на вопросы:
1. What is the total area of Russia?
2. What city is the capital of Russia?
3. What continent is Russia situated in?
4. What makes a natural divide of the country?
5. How do Russia’s climatic conditions range?
6. How many seas and oceans wash Russia?
7. What is the deepest lake in the world?
8. What is the lowest and the highest point in Russia?
9. What natural resources is Russia rich in?
10. What countries does Russia border on?
11. How is our country administratively divided?
12. Who is the president of Russia?
13. How is the Russian Legislative branch composed?
14. How many seats are there in the Federation Council (the State Duma)?
15.Which parties are currently represented in the State Duma?
16. How is the Judicial Branch of the Russian Federation composed?

3. Вставьте-артикль, где необходимо.
... Russia is such ... large country that when it is night in one part of ... country, it is day in another part, when it is winter in one part of ... country, it is already summer in another. Imagine it is ... beginning of ... May now. It is spring in ... St. Petersburg. ... weather is fine. It is still cool at... night, but it is quite warm in ... afternoon. It sometimes rains, but ... rain is warm, too. ... ground is covered with ... soft green grass, and ... trees are covered with ... green leaves. But while it is spring in St. Petersburg, it is still winter in ... north of our country at ... beginning of ... May. Here it is cold and sometimes frosty, ... rivers and ... seas are covered with ... ice. ... ice does not melt in some places even in summer. ... ground is covered with ... deep snow. In ... south of our country ... weather is quite different. It is already summer in ... Caucasus and in ... Crimea. It is much warmer than in St. Petersburg. It is sometimes even hot. ... sky is usually cloudless and it seldom rains here. People wear ... summer clothes.

4. Переведите на английский язык:
1. Россия расположена в восточной части Европы и северной части Азии.
2. Обширная территория России омывается Северным Ледовитым, Атлантическим и Тихим океанами.
3. Россия граничит с Монголией, Китаем, Финляндией и другими странами.
4. Россия располагает большим количеством месторождений полезных ископаемых.
5. Полезные ископаемые России включают нефть, газ, уголь, железо, золото и др.
6. Форма правления в России, одной из ведущих мировых держав, — президентская республика.
7. Волга, крупнейшая река России, впадает в Каспийское море.
8. Среди крупнейших горных цепей России – Урал, отделяющий Европу от Азии.
9. Россия – страна с высокоразвитой промышленностью и сельским хозяйством.

5. Поставьте глагол в нужную форму:
State System of Russia
Russia (to be) a parliamentary republic. Head of State in this country (to be) the President. The government (to consist) of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. The President (to control) each of them.
The legislative power (to exercise) by the Federal Assembly. It (to consist) of two chambers: The Council of Federation and the State Duma. Each chamber (to head) by the Speaker. A bill may (to introduce) in any chamber. A bill (to become) a law if it (to approve) by both chambers and (to sign) by the President. The President may (to veto) the bill. He can (to make) international treaties. The President may also (to appoint) ministers; the Federal Assembly (to approve) them. The members of the Federal Assembly (to elect) by the people for four years.
The executive power (to belong) to the Government, or the Cabinet of Ministers. The government (to head) by the Prime Minister.
The judicial power (to belong) to the system of courts. It (to consist) of the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and other courts.
The national symbol of Russia (to be) a white-blue-and-red banner. The coat-of-arms of the Russian Federation (to be) the double-headed eagle.

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF RUSSIA

6. Read the text and do the activities below.

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF RUSSIA
The Russian Federation was set up by the Constitution of 1993. After its destruction in 1991, the Soviet Union was broken up into independent Russia and 14 other new sovereign nations.
The Russian Federation is a presidential (or constitutional) republic. The President is the head of state and is elected directly by the people. He controls all three branches of power. The President is commander-in-chief of the armed forces, he makes treaties and enforces laws, appoints the prime minister, cabinet members and key judges. The President can override and in some cases even dissolve the national parliament, the bicameral Federal Assembly. The President has his administration, but it is not part of the Federal Government. The President is involved in the work of the legislative and executive branches.
The government consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. Each of them is checked and balanced by the President. The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembly. It consists of the Federation Council (upper house) and the State Duma (lower house). The members of the State Duma are elected by popular vote for a four-year period. The Federation Council is not elected. It is formed of the heads of the regions. Each Chamber is headed by the Chairman. Legislature is initiated in the State Duma, but to become a law a bill must be approved by the lower and upper houses and signed by the President. The executive power belongs to the Government. The judicial branch is represented by the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and regional courts.

7. Match the words with their definition.

1. lower house
2. the head of state
3. the Parliament of the Russian Federation
4. a written proposal for a new law, which is brought before parliament
5. the standard unit of money in Russia
6. a set of pictures painted on a shield and used as a special sign of the state
7. the chairman of the Government
8. the main political party
9. the official song of a nation that is sung or played on public occasions
10. the Upper House

1. the State Duma
2. United Russia
3. a bill
4. the President
5. the Federal Assembly
6. the rouble
7. the Federation Council
8. the Prime Minister
9. coat of arms
10. national anthem

8. Answer the questions.
1. Are you interested in politics? Why? / Why not?
2. How do you stay informed on current events in Russia?
3. Do you discuss politics with your friends / relatives?
4. Do you have the right to vote? Do you vote? Why? / Why not?

9. . Are these statements true or false? Correct the false ones.
1. The Russian Federation is a parliamentary monarchy.
2. The President is the head of state and is elected by the State Duma.
3. The President is involved in the work of the legislative and judicial branches of power.
4. The government consists of the Federal Assembly and the Federation Council.
5. The executive power is vested in the Federal Assembly.
6. The Federation Council is elected by popular vote.
7. The Federal Council is formed by the heads of the regions.
8. Each Chamber of the Federation Council is checked and balanced by the President.
9. The Legislative power is represented by the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court and regional courts.
10. The Russian Federation was set up by the Constitution in 1991.

10 .Read the texts and fill in the gaps with the words from the box.

	privatization, was elected, disintegration, International Monetary Fund, economic crisis, radical changes, liberalization



Yeltsin … President of Russia in June 1991, in the first direct presidential election in Russian history. During and after the Soviet … wide-ranging reforms including … and market and trade … were undertaken, including … along the lines of “shock therapy” as recommended by the United States and the …. All this resulted in a major … characterized by 50%decline of both CDP and industrial output between 1990-1995.

	voluntary, deputies, ballot, Federal Assembly, expression, election



… of the State Duma of the … Russian Federation shall be elected by citizens of the Russian Federation on the basis of universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret …. Participation of a Russian Federation citizen in the … shall be free and …. Nobody shall compel a Russian Federation citizen to participate in the election or shall prevent free … of his will.

11.Write about the political structure of Russia using the following prompts.
I’d like to tell about …
The Russian Federation was set up …
Politically it is …
The head of the state is …
His functions are …
There are three branches of power …
The Federal Assembly consists of …
The State Duma is elected by …
The Federation Council is formed of …
The legislative power …
The executive power …
The judicial power …

12.The national symbols are a part of the cultural heritage of every country. Find pictures and collect information on the three national symbols of Russia (the National Flag, the National Anthem, the National Coat of Arms).




