DEGREES OF COMPARISON OF ADJECTIVES AND ADVERBS
Ex.1. Form the degrees of comparison of the following adjectives and adverbs:
Attentive (more carefully), backward (lagging behind), bad (worse), brittle (more fragile), careful (more attentive), cheap (cheaper), clever (smarter), close(more closed), comfortable (more convenient), considerable (more significant), convenient (more convenient), dangerous (more dangerous), difficult (more difficult), dirty (dirtier), dry (drier), early (earlier), easy (easier), expensive (more expensive), famous (more famous), fast (faster), good (better), happy (happier), hard (tougher), heavy (heavier), high (higher), hot (hotter), important (more important), late (later), lazy (lazier), little (less), loud (louder), lucky (luckier), modern (the most modern), narrow (narrower), necessary (more necessary), powerful (more powerful), quick (faster), rapid (quicker), reliable (more reliable), sad (sadder), safe (safer), simple (easier), slow (slower), small (smaller), soft (softer), swift (the fastest), suitable (more suitable), useful (more useful), wide (wider).
Ex.2. Compare the objects according to the model.
Model: the new bridge – the old bridge (narrow). → The old bridge was much narrower than the new bridge.
1) an automobile – a bicycle [fast]. A bicycle is much slower than an automobile. 2) water – oil [light]. Oil is much heavier than water.3) a steam engine – an internal combustion engine [small]. A steam engine is much larger than an internal combustion engine.4) train tickets – airplane tickets [cheap].  Airplane tickets are much more expensive than train tickets.5) reading – watching TV [useful]. Watching TV is much less useful than reading. 6) stone – wood [heavy]. Wood is much lighter than stone. 7) sleeping cars – open-type cars [comfortable]. Open-type cars are much less comfortable than sleeping cars. 8) public transport in London – in Europe [expensive]. Public transport in Europe is much cheaper than in London. 9) Japanese – Spanish [difficult]. Spanish is much easier than Japanese.10) the Trans-Siberian Mainline – the Kuibyshev Railway [long]. The Kuibyshev Railway is much shorter than the Trans-Siberian Mainline.11) this trunk – that suitcase [light]. That suitcase is much heavier than this trunk.12) the new engine – the old engine [powerful]). The old engine is much less powerful than the new one.13) to go by airplane – to go by train [slow]. Going by train is much slower than by airplane.14) glass – metal [brittle]. Metal is much less brittle than glass. 15) to translate the text – to retell the text [easy]. Translating the text is much harder than retelling it.
Ex.4. Read the following sentences, using the adjectives given in brackets in the required degree of comparison.
1) Radio and television are [great] achievements of the 20th century. 2) The problem was [serious] than we expected. 3) The diamond is [hardest] mineral in the world. 4) Railways cause [less] air contamination than other modes of transport. 5) Both roads lead to the city center, but the left-hand one is a bit [shorter] and [direct] than the right-hand road. 6) Although there are now [faster] and [modern] means of transport, railways still remain [safe] and [popular] form of transport. 7) The railway line that has no long tunnels and bridges is [cheapest] line. 8) The railway construction became [easier] and [quicker] after the invention of special track-laying machines and other equipment. 9) Passengers traveling from Moscow to Vladivostok have to move the hands of their watches seven times because the Trans-Siberian Mainline, [longest] railway on our planet, crosses seven time zones. 10) The bridge crosses the river at its [narrowest] point.  11) When air is warmed it expands and becomes [lighter]. 12) He gained [large] prize in a lottery. 13) New models of computer processors have [greater] speed and are [reliable] than the old ones. 14) [lowest] temperature on the Earth was recorded on the North Pole. 15) I wish I lived [nearer] my work because it takes me much time to get there. 


