At the Conference

Preview
Answer the questions. Then talk about your answers.
1. Have you ever taken part in a conference?
2. What does it take to get ready for a conference?
3. What was the most interesting or difficult part of your participation?

4. Would you like to take part in an international conference? What problems do
you think you will face?
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I. READING

Read and translate the text

THE CONFERENCE

The main reasons for researchers to participate in scientific conferences are the
following:
. to get informed about the state-of-the-art;
. to present their own research, and get reactions from peers;
. to have their paper published in the conference proceedings;
. to meet others working in the same domain.
If you are interested to participate in the
conference, you will submit a paper to the
organizers. They will pass it on the members of the
scientific committee and decide whether your paper

can be accepted or not. You should get an

acceptance or rejection message before a fixed
deadline. With your letter of acceptance, you can ask for funding for travel,
accommodation, and conference registration, all of which can be pretty expensive.

Sometimes papers can be accepted either for oral presentation, or as posters. At a
designated time, you will be expected to stand near your poster in order to be able to
answer eventual questions about it.

If your paper/poster is accepted, you may be
asked to prepare a final document version of it
7 9/ for publication in the conference proceedings.
d Proceedings are typically published as stand-

alone volumes, though sometimes they are
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turned into special issues of journals, or published only electronically on the web.

The conference organizers produce a detailed conference program which typically
includes the following sections:

e registration: where you pay or confirm payment of the registration fee, and in
return receive a badge identifying you as participant, plus documentation such as the
latest program, invitations to social events, etc;

e plenary sessions: general opening and
closing of the conference, panel discussions, and
talks by "invited" speakers, the so-called renowned
experts in the domain;

e parallel sessions: more specialized sessions

~ with “contributing" speakers that take place
simultaneously in different rooms (such sessions or "symposia" are organized by their
chairperson, who is responsible for the focus and the selection of contributors);

e social events: coffee breaks, lunches, receptions, conference dinner, excursions,
etc.

Typical international conferences last 3-5 days, starting around noon on the first
day to give participants the time to register, and ending on the afternoon of the last day,
with sometimes a half-day break in the middle for a touristic excursion. Smaller

conferences (workshops) may not have parallel sessions, social events.

11.VOCABULARY
1. researcher [ri'sa:t[9] UCCIIeI0BaTEb
2. to participate [pa: tisipert] y4acTBOBATh
It is essential for researchers to | MccienoBaressim HEOO0XOMMO
participate in scientific conferences. y4acTBOBATh B HAYYHBIX KOHPEPEHITUSX.
3. state-of-the-art [stert ov Oe a:t] MOCIICAHHE JIOCTHIKCHUS
4. peer ['pio] KOJIIeTa, SKCIEPT
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His report got a positive reaction from | Ero jgokmag mony4wi — MO3MTHBHBIC
peers. OT3bIBBI KOJIIET.

5. conference proceedings [ 'konfarons | marepuaibl KoH(GEPEHIIUN

pra’'si:digz]

Conference  proceedings will be | Marepuaner  kondepenmmu  Oymyt

published very soon.

OIyOJIMKOBaHbI OYE€Hb CKOPO.

6. domain [do'mein]

o0J1acTh

7. to submit a paper [sob 'mit o ‘peips]
You must submit your paper to the
organizers in a week.

PEIOCTaBUTh JIOKJIA]
BoI 107KHBI TPEI0CTaBUTh
OpraHu3aTopam JIOKJIaJl Yepe3 HEJETIO.

8. scientific committee [ saron'trfik
ko' miti]

OpPTKOMHUTET KOH(PEpEHIIUU

9. to accept [ok 'sept]

IIPUHATD

10. acceptance / rejection message

[ok 'septons / r1'dzekfon ‘mesid3]

| got an acceptance message from the
scientific committee last week.

COO6HI€HI/IC O IIPUHATHHN I[OKJ]aI[a/ OTKa3¢C

Ha MOy
coOOIlleHHEe O TPUHATUM JAOKjIaaa oOT

MpoOUUION  Henmene s

OpPrKOMHTETA KOH(EPEHIUH.

11. poster ['pausto]

CTCHIOBBIM JOKJIa

12. eventual [1'ventfual]

BO3HHUKAIOIUN

13. designated [ dezig nertid]

At a designated time you are expected
to stand near your poster waiting for
questions.

Ha3HAYEHHBIU
B HasHaueHHOE€ BpeMs BBl JIOJDKHBI
HAXOJUTHCSA BO3JIC CTEHAA JOKJIaja,

OXKHaas BOIIPOCHI.

14. stand-alone volume [steend-a2'loun | cOopHHK
‘Voljum]
15. issue ['1fu] BBIITYCK

Proceedings are published as stand-
alone volumes or in special issues of
journals.

Marepuaibl myOIHKYyIOTCS B COOpHHKAX

50041 B CIICuaJIbHbBIX BBIITYCKax

KYpHAJIOB.

16. to include [mn'klu:d]
The conference program included an
excursion.

BKJIFOYATh B CeOs
[Iporpamma koH(epeHIMH BKIIOYajIa B
ce0st PKCKYPCHIO.

17. registration [ redzis treifan]

perucrpanus

18. to confirm payment [kon'fo:m

NOATBEPAUTH OILJIATY
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‘permant]
You must pay or confirm payment at the
registration.

Bbl 10KHBI BHECTH WJIM TOATBEPAUTH
OILIaTy MPU PETUCTPAIUU.

19. fee [fi:]

B3HOC

20. plenary session [ ‘pli:narr ‘sefon]
A lot of people were present at the
plenary session.

MIJIEHApHOE 3acelaHue
Ha
MPUCYTCTBOBAJIO MHOTO JIFOJICH.

IIJICHAPHOM 3accaaHuu

21. panel ['penl] discussion

ob11ee 00CyKIeHHE

22. renowned [r1'naund]
He is a renowned scientist in this field.

3HAMEHUTBIN
OH — npociIaBIeHHBIN YUEHBIA B 3TOM
oOmacru.

23. parallel session [ 'peralel "sefon]

3acelaHue CEKIUi

24. contributing [ kontrr'bju:tm]
Parallel sessions are more specialized
sessions with many "contributing"
speakers.

Y4aCTBYIOIIUI

3acemanus CEKIIUI ooJtee

CIIEIMAIM3UPOBAHHBIE, C MHOXECTBOM
YYAaCTBYIOLIUX.

25. simultaneously [ simal teinjosli]
They answered simultaneously.

OJTHOBPEMEHHO
OHHU OTBETWIM OTHOBPEMEHHO.

26. chairperson [ tfea'pa:sn]

Impcacecaarciib

27. workshop [ 'wa:k[op]
There were no coffee breaks during the
workshop.

Hay4HO-TIPAKTUYECKasi KOH(EpEeHIHS
Bo
KOH(pEpEeHIIMM He ObLIO IMEepEephIBOB HA
xkode.

BpeMs Hay4YHO-IIPAKTHYECKOU

28. social events [ 'saufal 1'vents]
The social events were very interesting
and informative.

KyJIbTYPHO-pa3BIIeKaTeIbHas IIporpaMmma
KynbrypHO-pa3BiickaTe/ibHast
ObLIa

rporpaMmma WHTEPECHOU W

UH(OPMATUBHOM.

Ill. READING COMPREHENSION

1. Answer the questions:

1. What are the main reasons for participating in scientific conferences?

2. What should you do first of all to participate in the conference?

3. What can you do when you get a letter of acceptance?
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. In what way are the proceedings typically published?

. What parts does a conference normally consist of?

4
5
6. What do you do during a registration?
7. What are “invited” speakers?

8. By whom are “symposia” usually organized?
9. What is included in social events?

10. How long do most international conferences last?

2. Read the statements and say if they are true (T) or false
(F). Correct the false ones.

You should get an acceptance or rejection message any time you wish.
Sometimes papers can be accepted either for oral presentation, or as posters.

Proceedings are always published only electronically on the web.

A WD

Plenary sessions are more specialized sessions with "contributing” speakers that

take place simultaneously in different rooms.

o

"Invited" speakers are the so-called renowned experts in the domain.
6. Social events include coffee breaks, lunches, receptions, conference dinner and
excursions.

7. Typical international conferences last quite a long time — about a month.

IV. ANALYZE

1. Complete the words or phrases using the words from the

box:
social proceedings rejection volumes confirm
breaks plenary time submit committee

1. conference ....ccooeeevevveeeeiienennnn,

42




2. a paper

3. SCIentific .....ccoeeveveeciecec,

A message

5. designated ........c.cccceeeieiiieennnnn,

6. stand-alone ...........cccccovveieennn,

T i payment

B events

0. COffee oo,

10, e sessions

2. Match the words with their English definitions:
1. peer a. printed and published copy
2. deadline b. well-known, prominent
3. include . symposium, forum

4. eventual d. aid, engage
5. participate e. companion, colleague
6. renowned f. consist of, hold
7. issue g. possible, consequent
8. workshop h. time limit

3. Complete these sentences with a suitable word or phrase:

1. I want to have my paper published iNthe ..........cccooi i :
2. You should get an acceptanCeor.........ccccvvveeieeirvesveanenenn before a fixed deadline.

3. You can ask for ............... for travel, accommodation, and conference registration.
4. You must be able to answer ..........ccccoceeeeiiieiieinn, guestions about your poster.
5. You may be asked to prepare a ........cccocvevvveieeniesiieeninnn, version for publication.

6. The conference organizers produce a ..........ccceeveevveeveesineenne. conference program.

7. Plenary sessions include general ..........cccocvvieevinvienic e of the conference.
8. Typical international conferences start around noon on the first day to give

PArtICIPANTS the TIME 0 ..ovveee e :
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4.

Match the words with their Russian equivalents:

1. publish electronically on the web a. OKOHYATEeIbHBIN BapHaHT
2. around noon b. ycTHBII gOKIaA
3. to present research C. HarpyaHas KapTouka
4. badge d. OTBETCTBEHHBIN 32 TEMY
5. final document €. MPEICTaBUTh UCCIICIOBAHKE
6. responsible for the focus f. pasmecTuTh B MHTEpHETE B
SJICKTPOHHOM BH/IE
7. oral presentation g. OKOJIO TIOTY/THS
5. Paraphrase the sentences, changing the words in italics:

There are several reasons for scientists who conduct research to participate in
scientific conferences.

I would like to get informed about the scientific achievements in medicine.

It is interesting to meet other researchers working in the same field.

With your letter of acceptance, you can ask for funding for travel and a place to
stay.

At a certain time, you will be expected to stand near your poster and answer
different questions.

Proceedings are typically published as separate volumes.

During the registration you must pay or prove that you have already paid the fee.
Often such sessions or "symposia™ are organized by a person who will preside at

the meeting.
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V. TRANSLATE

1. I[J'I}I TOrO, yTOOBI CTAaTh U3BECTHBIM YUYCHBIM, HY’KHO KaK MOXHO 4YalllC¢ IIPpUHHUMATh

Y4aCTHUC B HAYYHBIX KOH(prGHHH}IX, KaK MCCTHBIX, TaK H MCKIAYHAPOIHBIX.

2. Sl uyacto BcTpedaroch C KoJUIeTaMH, pa0oTalIMMU B TOW e OONacTH

HCCIICOOBAHMA, UTO H S, .eeerinnniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiittttiiiiteetiiiaseeesssssssessssasnnnnnisiannnannns

3. On IMOJIY4YHJI IINCbMO C OTKA30M B PCTUCTPpAlNH, ITOCKOJIBKY BBICJIAJ CBOM JOKJIaJ

TIOCIIC YKABAHHOTO CPOKA. ..eeuvieureenteeureenseensreenseesseeanseesseesnseesseesnseesseessessaseesnsesnsesssees

4, PYKOBOI[CTBO HalICro YyYHHBCPCHUTCTA CTAPACTCA IIOMOYb C (bHH&HCHpOBaHI/IGM

KOMaHIHUPOBOK — OINIAYMBACT PACXOAbI HA JKHUJIIBC M IIPOC3M. .couvvnriiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniannnnn,

7. S cronkuyncs ¢ mpobiieMaMu MPY PETUCTPALIUUA Ha CUMIIO3UYM, TTOCKOJIBKY HE MOT
HaWTH TOKYMEHT, IOATBEPKAAIOIIHNMN OTIATY B3HOCA. ..eeerruvreeanuirreeanireeeniereeanireeennns
8. Ilnenapnpie 3acemaHus — XOpOIIMM IIAHC TO3HAKOMUTHCA CO BCEMHUPHO

HU3BCCTHBIMH YYCHBIMHU BO MHOT'MX o0macTIx HAYKH. .o

9. KynbprypHO-pa3BiekarTenbHas nporpamma MpeAOCTaBISET BO3MOKHOCTb

MOOOIIATHCS CO CBOMMH KOJIJIETaMH M ONIMOHEHTAMU B HE(OPMaTbHON 0OCTaHOBKE.

10. MexnyHapoaHasi KOH(pepeHLHsl IuIach BCEro YeThIpe AHs, HO Iporpamma Oblia
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VI. SPEAKING

1. Read, translate and retell the text:

PRESENTATION

In making presentations the key is preparation. You should first of all find out
how much the audience know about the subject. Are they experts or do they know very
little? And adjust your language so that everybody can understand. If possible, visit the
room where you’ll be giving the presentation beforehand and organize it precisely to
your own requirements.

Once you know who you are presenting to and where, you’re ready to start
preparing what you’re going to say. So stage one is the opening — the first few
moments that can make or break the presentation. Then stage two, a brief introduction
about the subject of your talk. Stage three — the main body of the presentation. And
four, the conclusion, which should include a summary of your talk and your
recommendations. Finally, the question and answer session.

| suggest that people memorize the opening as if they were actors. Write down the
opening, record it, listen to it, and practice it again and again. If it is properly done,
you’ll get the audience’s attention immediately, and you’ll feel confident during the
rest of the presentation. After that, start using your notes. To make notes write the
presentation out just like essay, select key points, read the full version over and over
until it’s imprinted on your mind. Use small postcards but write no more than one or
two key points on each.

When talking, face the audience at all times. Finally, remember that what you say

Is as important as how you say it. A good presentation is very much a performance.
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